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SUBJECT: ANALYSIS OF ROMANIAN LEADERSHIP RESHUFFLE 
REF: BUCHAREST 1156 

1. CEAUSESCU'S POWER ENHANCED: RESULT OF MARCH 25-26 
PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE PLENUM HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE 
FURTHER CONSOLIDATION OF THE POLITICAL POSITION OF CEAUSESCU. 
HIS NEW OFFICE OF "PRESIDENT OF SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 
ROMANIA," IN ADDITION TO PRESENT TITLES OF PARTY GENERAL 
SECRETARY AND COUNCIL OF STATE PRESIDENT, IS EVIDENTLY 
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DESIGNED TO ENHANCE HIS STATUS IN DEALING WITH FOREIGN 
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LEADERS AND TO REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF ROMANIA AND 
CEAUSESCU AS ONE. MOREOVER, COUNCIL OF STATE, THOUGH 
CONTINUING TO EXIST, WILL HAVE ALL ITS FUNCTIONS TAKEN 
OVER BY PRESIDENCY. DRASTICALLY RESTRUCTURING THE TOP 
PARTY LEADERSHIP BODY, HE HAS REPLACED A FORMER NINE- 
MEMBER PERMANENT PRESIDIUM THAT INCLUDED A NUMBER OF 
DISTINCT, INDEPENDENT-THINKING PERSONALITIES WITH A 
SOMEWHAT LARGER NEW "PERMANENT BUREAU" MORE MALLEABLE TO 
HIS WISHES. THE PLENUM IS PROBABLY ONLY THE BEGINNING 
OF A PROCESS THAT WILL CONTINUE ON BOTH PARTY AND GOVERNMENT 
LEVELS BETWEEN NOW AND ELEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS IN LATE 1974. 

2. MODERATE PRIME MINISTER RETIRES: MOST SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE IS RESIGNATION OF RESPECTED PARTY ELDER ION GHEORGHE 
MAURER AS COUNCIL OF MINISTERS' CHAIRMAN. ALTHOUGH VALID 
REASONS OF HEALTH AND AGE ARE CITED, MAURER, A WESTERNIZED 
MODERATE, HAS NOT HESITATED TO DIFFER WITH CEAUSESCU, FOR 
EXAMPLE OVER SUCH DOMESTIC ISSUES AS PACE OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. HIS REPLACEMENT, MANEA MANESCU, AN ECONOMIC 
OPTIMIST, HAS BEEN A FAITHFUL CEAUSESCU FOLLOWER AND 
TECHNOCRAT WHO LACKS MAURER'S FLAIR. WHILE MAURER STEPPED 
DOWN WITH GOOD GRACE, HIS BRIEF PARTING PLENUM REMARKS 
HAD BITTERSWEET TINGE. 

3. NEW POLITBURO PACKED: OF NINE ORIGINAL PRESIDIUM 
MEMBERS, TWO (MAURER AND TROFIN) ARE DEFINITELY OUT, WHILE 
POSITIONS OF TWO OTHERS WILL NOT BECOME CLEAR AT LEAST UNTIL 
GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SESSION LATER THIS WEEK. TROFIN 
WHOM WE HAVE BELIEVED FOR SEVERAL YEARS TO HAVE BEEN OPPOSED 
TO CEAUSESCU ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES, IS DESTINED FOR APPARENT 
OBSCURITY IN "OTHER PARTY WORK." MEMBERSHIP IN NEW "BUREAU" 

IS BASED ON POSITIONS, INCLUDING: THREE POSTS NOW HELD BY 
CEAUSESCU, ALL SEVEN OTHER PARTY SECRETARIES (OF WHICH ALL 
BUT PANA AND VERDET WILL BE NEW TO TOPMOST BODY), PRIME 
MINISTER MANESCU, YET-TO-BE NAMED FIRST VICE PRESIDENT AND 
ONE OR TWO OTHER VICE PRESIDENTS OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
(POSSIBLY BUT NOT NECESSARILY TO INCLUDE TWO MORE SENIOR 
INDEPENDENT HOLDOVER FIGURES NICULESCU-MIZIL AND RADULESCU), AND 
ONE COUNCIL OF STATE VICE-PRESIDENT (PRESUMABLY BODNARAS), 

EMIL DRAGANESCU (AS NEW PLANNING COMMITTEE HEAD) AND 
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MIHAI DALEA (TRADE UNION CHIEF). THE SIZE AND COMPOSITION 
OF THE BUREAU MAKE IT APPEAR LIKELY TO HANDLE AT LEAST 
SOME MATTERS FORMERLY HANDLED BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

4. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UNTOUCHED: DESPITE OTHER ANOMALIES 
PRESUMABLY AWAITING FURTHER ACTION, THE PLENUM DID NOT TAMPER 
WITH THE PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, IN SPITE OF FACT IT 
CONTAINS MANY MEMBERS WHO HAVE LOST ALL CLAIM TO MEMBERSHIP 
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DUE TO PREVIOUS REASSIGNMENT TO LESSER STATE POSITIONS. 
CEAUSESCU MAY HAVE DESIRED TO INSTALL HIS NEW TOP LEADERSHIP 
TEAM SO THAT FINALIZATION OF ELEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS PLANS 
COULD PROCEED, INCLUDING NEXT FIVE YEAR PLAN AND PARTY 
PROGRAM, BEFORE MOVING TO TIDY UP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. ALSO, 
WE EXPECT THAT PARTY SECRETARIAT ITSELF COULD FACE FURTHER 
REORGANIZATION IN COMING MONTHS. ROMANIAN OFFICIALS HAVE 
TOLD EMBOFFS THAT FOR TIME BEING" CONSTANTINESCU WILL 
REMAIN AS A PARTY SECRETARY, WITH SOME IMPLICATION THAT 
MORE CHANGE IS PLANNED. FINALLY, WE NOTE IN PARTICULAR 
THAT THE CONTESTED AREA OF CULTURE AND IDEOLOGY, WHERE 
LIBERAL-CONSERVATIVE JOCKEYING HAS COMBINED WITH FRICTION 
BETWEEN PARTY SECRETARIES BURTICA AND POPESCU REMAINS 
UNRESOLVED. 

5. MOVES OF PRO-CEAUSESCU FIGURES: A NEW COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS VICE PRESIDENT, GHEORGHE OPREA, IS A PLIABLE, 
TECHNOCRAT CLOSE TO CEAUSESCU; TRAIAN DUDAS, NEW MINISTER 
OF TRANSPORTATION, WAS NOT ONLY ONE OF FEW BUT ONE OF FIRST 
COUNTY FIRST SECRETARIES TO ENDORSE CEAUSESCU'S 1972 CALL 
FOR FULFILLMENT OF FIVE-YEAR PLAN IN FOUR AND ONE HALF 
YEARS. MIRON CONSTANTINESCU, 57, MORE RECENTLY A CEAUSESCU 
PROTEGE AFTER A MORE INDEPENDENT PAST, MOVES TO REPLACE 
73-YEAR-OLD STEFAN VOITEC AS GNA PRESIDENT, ROMANIA’S CHIEF 
PARLIAMENTARIAN, WHO LAPSES TO A LESSER SINECURE AS A 
COUNCIL OF STATE VICE-PRESIDENT. 

6. FURTHER COMMENTS WILL FOLLOW AS WE ARE ABLE TO OBTAIN 
FURTHER INSIGHTS. 

BARNES 
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